Introduction/Purpose: Ankle fractures are among the most common orthopedic injuries. While open reduction and internal fixation (ORIF) is the standard treatment for displaced ankle fractures in younger patients, there is controversy regarding the optimal management of these injuries among geriatric patients due to the high prevalence of comorbidities. Closed manipulation leads to poor long-term functional outcomes, with high rates of malunion and non-union in all populations as well as higher mortality in patients over 65 years of age. However, surgical management in the elderly carries rates of complications as high as 20-40%. The purpose of this study was to investigate risk factors for healing complications following ORIF of ankle fractures in patients greater than 75 years of age.
